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Office of the Dean

Voice: 206-685-1928; FAX: 206-616-9069
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May 22, 2003

TO:

Interim President Lee Huntsman

Acting Provost David Thorud

Chair David Manuwal

Chair Rick Gustafson

Secretary of the Faculty Lea Vaughn

FROM:
B. Bruce Bare, Dean

Pursuant to Section 26-41 of the UW Handbook, it is my pleasure to submit two reports for your consideration:

· The Dean's Report

· The Program Identification Committee’s Report

Curriculum transformation at the College of Forest Resources is a response both to society’s need for citizens and professionals broadly educated in natural resource management and environmental science and to University of Washington (UW) expectations for increased educational efficiency and contribution.  An Ad Hoc Curriculum Working Group that I appointed (subsequently approved by the College faculty) was charged with undergraduate and graduate curriculum transformation in November 2002.  Recommendations by the Working Group were guided by faculty discussions and by learning objectives identified in previous meetings between faculty and panels of educators, professional groups, and students.  Decisions on curriculum structure and content were made by faculty votes in a series of meetings from November 2002 through March 2003.

Because a major goal of curriculum transformation is to integrate areas of fundamental knowledge that underpin environmental and natural resource science and management, the faculty approved a consolidation of existing College curricula.  Specifically, seven majors were merged into two:

· A new Environmental Science and Resource Management (ESRM) major

· A revised Paper Science and Engineering (PSE) major

Both majors are offered under the existing Bachelor of Science in Forest Resources degree.

Because of extensive PSE prerequisite and major requirements in mathematics, chemistry, physics, and engineering, further merger was not possible under the UW requirement of a minimum of 50% of the credits being in common.  

The overall goal of the new ESRM curriculum is to present fundamental knowledge and problem-solving experiences that enable students to understand the interdisciplinary dimensions of natural resource and environmental sciences and management.  The structure of this curriculum promotes efficiency and provides great flexibility for students to pursue specialized fields or to construct a much broader educational package.  The curriculum is also transfer-friendly to students from community colleges and allows creative linkages to other UW programs.  

The goal of the revised PSE curriculum is to provide students with the training, tools, and experiences needed to be successful professionals in the pulp, paper, and allied industries.  At the same time, it provides a comprehensive education so that graduates can effectively work and live in our complex society.  Curriculum revision has reduced the number of required credits, eliminated redundancy, incorporated a capstone design course, and changed the emphasis from a chemical-processing perspective to a products orientation.  

At the graduate level, the faculty approved two new fifth-year professional non-thesis master’s degree programs: A Master of Forestry and a Master of Environmental Horticulture. They also consolidated and restructured our existing Master of Science and Doctor of Philosophy degree programs to require a common coursework structure to ensure that all students share knowledge from core subject areas while also recognizing the need for specialized disciplinary knowledge. These changes will promote increased efficiency by reducing the number of formally recognized disciplinary tracks. At the same time, the scholarly pursuits of our students and faculty are not compromised.

I believe the College’s transformed undergraduate and graduate curricula will help meet today’s educational challenge in natural resource management and land stewardship by providing the integration, breadth, and rigor needed for interdisciplinary analysis and problem solving of complex environmental and natural resource management problems.  It will produce broadly educated students, offer multiple options for in-depth disciplinary learning, provide a flexible framework for transfer students, and contribute survey courses and enhanced linkages across the UW campuses. Our professional and learned graduate degree programs will benefit from increased efficiency, a renewed focus, better integration across disciplines, and enhanced collaboration across campus.

I am confident that you will concur with the thinking and vision demonstrated by the College of Forest Resources faculty in the curriculum proposals described in my report. I believe our focus on natural resource and environmental sustainability is appropriate for our College and charts the proper direction for the future of natural resource science and management education at the University of Washington. 
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